
Agenda

Reformed Churches of New Zealand
Agenda of the Twenty Sixth Synod

To Be Convened at the Reformed Church of Hastings
6 September 2008 to 12 September 2008

Opening of Synod
Synod will be opened, D.V., on Saturday, 6 September 2008, at 3:00 p.m. at the Reformed Church of 
Hastings  by  the  Rev.  Bruce  Hoyt  on  behalf  of  the  convening  church,  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Hastings. After examination of credentials,  the election of the moderamen will  take place and the 
newly elected moderator will constitute the Synod.

Prayer Service
A prayer service for synod will  be held, D.V., on Sunday,  6 September 2008, at  4:30 p.m. at the 
Reformed  Church  of  Hastings.  The  service  will  be  led  by  the  previous  moderator,  Rev.  John 
Haverland. The sermon will be preached by Rev. Bruce Hoyt.

Agenda
1. Opening and welcome by Rev. Bruce Hoyt

2. Examination of credentials

3. Election of moderamen

4. Constitution of Synod

5. Declaration of agreement with the confessional standards

6. Appointments by Moderamen
a. Reporter for the public
b. Reporter for Faith in Focus
c. Message of loyalty to H. M. Queen Elizabeth
d. Advisory committees for synod, as necessary
e. Appointments committee
f. Finance/Budget committee

7. Late correspondence: 

8. Presentation and adoption of agenda

9. Overtures 1-11, Reports 1-21, Addenda 1-3 and Communications 1 & 2

10. Appointments
a. Appointment of standing and study committees
b. Appointment of Stated Clerk
c. Appointment of Synodical Treasurer
d. Appointment of Synodical Archivist
e. Appointment of Deputies for candidates for the ministry
f. Appointment of fraternal delegates to sister-churches
g. Other appointments as necessary

11. Adoption of Budget

12. Date and place of next synod

13. Final approval of minutes

14. Closing of synod by the moderator
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Overtures, Reports, and Communications

Overtures
Overture 1, Auckland Presbytery – Denominational Name Change 3-1
Overture 2, Christchurch Presbytery – Administration of the Sacraments by Other than Ministers 3-2
Overture 3, Pukekohe – Long Service Leave Fund 3-7
Overture 4, Silverstream – Sister-church Relationship with the CRCA 3-9
Overture 5, Hastings – Women Deacons in the CRCA 3-10
Overture 6, Hastings – Images of Christ in Worship in the CRCA Synod 3-11
Overture 7, Hastings – Strained Relationship with the CRCA 3-12
Overture 8, Silverstream – Church Visitation Question 40 3-13
Overture 9, Wainuiomata – Guidelines for Dealing with Sexual Abuse 3-14
Overture 10, Bishopdale – Amending the Church Order 3-15
Overture 11, Palmerston North – Who May Preach 3-17

Reports
Report 1, Synodical Interim Committee 4-1
Report 2, Interchurch Relations Committee 4-3
Report 3, Deputies for Students for the Ministry 4-32
Report 4, Psalm and Hymn Selection Committee 4-36
Report 5, Committee to Update Forms and Confessions 4-39
Report 6, Church Order Committee 4-45
Report 7, Education Resource Committee 4-56
Report 8, National Publishing Committee 4-57
Report 9, Calvinist Cadet Corps and Calvinettes 4-64
Report 10, RTC and Student Assistance Committee 4-66
Report 11, Emeritus Fund Committee 4-73
Report 12, Long Service Leave Committee 4-80
Report 13, Synodical Treasurer 4-84
Report 14, Overseas Mission Board 4-87
Report 15, Bible Versions Study Committee 4-100
Report 16, Church Extension Committee 4-107
Report 17, Abortion Study Committee 4-112
Report 18, Stated Clerk of Synod 4-121
Report 19, Synodical Archivist 4-123
Report 20, National Diaconate Committee 4-124
Report 21, Ministers and Wives Conference 4-133

Addenda
Addendum 1, Report 16 – Church Extension Committee Addenda-1
Addendum 2, Report 2 – Interchurch Relations Committee Addenda-4
Addendum 3, Report 3 – Deputies for Students for the Ministry Addenda-10

Communications
Communication 1, Church Extension Committee 5-1
Communication 2,  CRC-Neth, Greetings 5-4
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